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SHABBAT KALA & SHABUOT - minad im a5 nay

MAQAM OF THE WEEK:
HOSENI (*2'01n)

On Shabbat Kala, the Shabbat prior to Shabuot, Magam
HOSENI (HUSEINI), which is described as 'a high Bayat,’
is applied. When "Bemidbar" (Numbers 1:1- 4:20) is not
linked to Shabbat Kala, RAST is applied, because this is the
first perasha of Sefer Bemidbar. Magam Hoseni is related to
Shabuot, because it is when we receive the Torah. Since
the Torah is of great 'beauty', Hoseni, the magam that
means "beauty" in Arabic, is applied. Magam Hoseni is also
used for the ta'amim of Megillat Ruth and the Ketuba of
Shabuot.

HAZZANUT:

Nishmat: Rags El Ban

Semehim: Azharot

Naqgdishakh: Da‘at UmZima (page 334)
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SHABBAT KALA - MAQAM HOSENI
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This pizmon (HOSENI, page 344), whose title is translated as "My Beloved Chose His Nation," is a song
that celebrates the Ten Commandments. In this song, the author, H Raphael Antebi Tabbush (d. 1918), celebrates
the relationship between God and the Jewish people, in general, but more specifically, celebrates the status of the
Torah as the crown jewel given to Moses. The song further elaborates about each of the commandments and
provides a brief comment on why each of the commandments are important. For example, for the fifth
commandment, it instructs us that we ENJOY the responsibility of honoring our parents, because it will lengthen
your days. In regards to the sixth commandment, "thou shall not murder,"” it reminds us of the sanctity of all human
life, because all humans are created in "Selem Elohim." After glossing over each of the commandments, the song
concludes with a charge: "Strengthen! Renew my days to observe the 613 commandments; Quick! Build My walls,
and in the Holy Temple you will praise Him." As per H Moshe Ashear, this song is traditionally sung as the
PIZMON SEFER TORAH on Shabbat Kallah (the Shabbat prior to Shabuot) and on Shabuot itself, because this
festival commemorates the receiving of the Ten Commandments.
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This pizmon, entitled “Knowledge and Discretion” (HOSENI, page 334), is a very sacred
song in Aleppo tradition reserved for Matan Torah; the giving of the Ten Commandments. This
song predates most other pizmonim in our tradition; being older than 1850. The opening verse
says “Knowledge, discretion, and words of wisdom; more than them, on the day Moses spoke;
her (Wisdom’s) profit is greater than fine gold; this is the Law that Moses placed.” There are a
total of eight stanzas in the original manuscripts; all ending with the word “Moshe,” and each
phrase, containing rich biblical allusions, rhyming with one another. The acrostic of this pizmon,
“David Hazaq,” indicates that the first name of the author is David, but his specific identity is
unknown to us. The melody of the pizmon is from the Arabic song “Tazri Bel Ajafen,” and is
only applied for Nagdishakh three times a year: Shabbat Yitro, Shabbat Kallah (the Shabbat prior
to the Shabuot festival), and Shabbat VVaethanan.
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This pizmon (AJAM, page 177), whose opening words are translated as “It Will Flourish,” is a song that
celebrates the beauty of the Torah and the aspirations of the Jewish people. It is most likely composed by the great
Jewish poet H Raphael Antebi Tabbush (d. 1918) from Aleppo, Syria. There are 4 stanzas in this song corresponding
to the Hebrew name of ‘YisHaq’ (prx¥*); which happens to be the author’s middle name and the name of his father.
Taken from an Arabic march called “Intiyamo,” this melody can be heard with great enthusiasm when applied to the
prayer-piece Shav’at Aniyim in virtually all Syrian Sephardic synagogues throughout the world. The song opens
with a reference from Psalms 72:17 about someone named “Yinon,” which in Hebrew is translated as ‘it will
flourish.” According to rabbinic tradition, “Yinon’ refers to a future Messianic figure (see end of Piyut “Et Sha’are
Rasson”). The author asks, where is Yinon of the Messianic age, and when will God bring the time when the people
can rejoice in the Temple? He requests God to return the divine presence to the Temple and to treat the people with
the kindness that they yearn for. The third stanza praises God for giving us the Torah; a gift exclusively for the
Jewish people for them to both enjoy and live by. The song concludes with a prayer to gather the scattered people
from foreign lands, to restore the Beit HaMiqdash as a place of song, and to shower the Jewish people with God’s
greatness.
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The pizmon "Ro'eh Ne'eman Hu" (AJAM, page 179), translated as "Faithful Shepherd Is
He," is a song associated with the festival of Shabuot. It is composed by H Raphael Antebi
Tabbush (d. Cairo, 1918), and the acrostic of his name, "Raphael,” is spelled out in the song's
four stanzas. The melody of this pizmon is adapted from "Salam Affandina” (translated as
"Salute of our Lord"); a melody composed by Giuseppe Pugioli. This melody is well known
because it was Egypt's national anthem from 1871-1958. The theme of the pizmon is about
receiving the Torah and the importance of it. In the last stanza of this pizmon, it says "Learn
from it (the Torah) day by day, and all your days, you will find peace.”" The song concludes by
saying that the way of the Torah will "save you from troubles and your words [of prayer] will be
listened to by God." According to the Hazzanut notes of H Moshe Ashear, this pizmon is
traditionally used as the PIZMON SEFER TORAH on the first day of Shabuot.
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Notes of H Moshe Ashear A"H

"Ahallel Ve’abia" (NAHWAND, page 220), a pizmon associated with the festival of
Shabuot, is composed by H Moshe Ashear (1877-1940). There are fifteen stanzas in this pizmon;
all rhyming with one another. The acrostic of the pizmon is "Anokhi Hashem Elohekha, Lo
Tahmod Asher Lere'ekha™ (7v12 2wk 7ann X2 7a2x /1 001x); referring to the first and tenth
commandments, respectively. The melody of this pizmon is called “Izmir Sefasi”; named after
Izmir, Turkey. This pizmon is a poetic rendition of the narrative in Exodus 19 and 20; the
narrative that discusses Israel's preparation, receiving, and acceptance of the Ten
Commandments on Mount Sinai. The song concludes with a plea for God to listen to our prayers
of returning the Jews to Zion so that they can live there in peace. The melody of this pizmon is

traditionally applied to Halleluya (Psalm 150) on Shabuot, as well as on Shabbat Yitro and
Shabbat Vaethanan.
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“Mauzi,” or “My Fortress” (BAYAT, page 246), is a song that is very popular. H
Raphael Antebi Tabbush is likely the author of this pizmon, but this is uncertain. The
melody of this song is from the Arabic song “Baladi Askara Min Araf il Lama.” This
song is associated with the Shalosh Regalim festivals due to a brief reference to them.
The melody of this pizmon is typically applied to Shav’at Aniyim for weeks of Magam
BAYAT. Despite this being a song for the most happy of holidays, this song is actually
very sad. It asks why has God abandoned us and why has the Messiah not yet arrived? It
describes how our enemies have taken over our vineyards and have killed us. The climax
of the song, “Al Damam,” describes how “my tears fall on their blood" (the blood of
fellow Jews) and how our tears are enough to fill rivers. The four verse piece concludes
with an open question: “Where has my Beloved gone; to Whom I rejoice three times a
year?”
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